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certainly Prince Albert was aware of this ; in which case, he
was justified in thinking that this well-intentioned young
Prussian would be as clay in the hands of his brilliant and
forceful Vicky.

Bismarck, the other dreamer, dreamed his dream in the
Prussian Embassy in Paris. He dreamed of a German
Empire of Blood and Iron.

In 1852 Crown Princess Augusta arrived in London to stay
with her aunt, Queen Adelaide, the widow of William IV.
There must have been some people who thought that one of
the reasons for Crown Princess Augusta's visit was to sound
Queen Victoria and her husband about the possibility of a
marriage between Frederick William and Vicky. Among
the knowing ones who were thinking along these lines was
Baron Bunsen, the Prussian Ambassador, who was a close
friend of Prince Albert. It is improbable that Albert had
openly expressed his ambitions to the Prussian Ambassador,
but he may have thrown out veiled hints.

At mid-morning on the day of Princess Augusta's arrival
Baron Bunsen called at Maiiborough House to pay his
respects.  He was taken to a waiting-room in the Princess's
suite of apartments.  While he waited his gaze fell upon two
portraits, one at each end of the marble mantelpiece.   One
was of the Princess Royal and the other of Prince Frederick
William of Prussia,   He regarded these for a while and
thought his own thoughts.   The Princess did not come.   He
looked down at the journals and periodicals spread on the
table before him.   Among these was a new portfolio of
engravings sent on approval to Marlborough House from a
St. James's Street printseller.   The Baron turned over the
engravings.   He stopped when he came to a coloured litho-
graph of the celebrated farmhouse on the field of Waterloo
called by the Belgians ' La Belle Alliance.'   He regarded the
picture thoughtfully for about a minute.   He walked across
to the mantelpiece and took down the portraits of  the
Princess Royal and Prince Frederick William.   These he
carried over to the table.   After a moment's hesitation he
laid the portraits of the Prince and Princess side by side